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"of 2 htic ſens, Sir, you 
ſuppteſs'd, and fo noe likely 
to. come abroat into the Word; you. mij he ſay any thing: 


of it, pra <a ue 'or ew of none. 
_ would be able'to concait you: "And therefore che"; Au-- 
| thor 18. en_ to you, that you Y not fall foit-u pon: 
the Book it felf, 'but contented your felf” ro Nibblg at The 
Title-Page. But, Good Sir,” what matter is it how long. 
or obſcure the Title may be, provided the Arguments 
thar are init be clearan@ Cokclaſh ve? Thave ofits, known 
a Glorious Title refix'd to a very indifference Book ; as. 
on the. other hand,” an” Excellent Book: have but att Or- 


dinary' Title ; this beitig a'matter of fo lietle moment, . 


that *ris often left to the Diſcretion of the Bookſeller or 
Corre&or. And truly I belieyg,no one will judge of che: 
Goodneſs or Badneſs of a Bol 6 By its Title, unleſs they 
be ſuch as look no further than the Title Pages of Books... 
But it is the way of ſome Men, to endeavour ta raiſe. 
Prejudices againſt ſome ſort of Books, becauſe, forſooth, 
the Style, or Ticle-Page, or ſomething elſe as crifling,. 
which does not concern the Merits of the Cauſe, is not- 
to their minds. 

I readily grant you, That they do a great: Injury to the 
Church as to its Real Righ's, who pretend to [uch as are not ſo. 


But then, Sir, I'mult ny 26 you to grant me, That —_ 
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(4), 
do a prouer Jonny to it, who tamely pive up its Real 
Rights, and oppoſe thoſe who would defend._ them. ' And 
as they-are no Friends to the Church, who draw upon it the 
Fealouſy of thoſe in Authority ; fo they are Friends to nei- 
ther Church nor State, who give the latter ſuch a Power 
over the former , as cannot be warranted: by. Scripture, 


| Reaſon, or the earlieſt Antiquity. ' 


You profels your ſelf- glad,, That this'Atithor is neither 
a Clerg yman, nor a Member,of the E abliſh'd Church. .But 
T am ure all.good men are ſorry both for the one "and 
the other ; ſince: a Perſon of his great Piety, and pro- 
found Learning,” would. be a Support and Orgatnent to 


both Church and Clergy. . Ws | 
As for the Meaſures of the Magiſtrate's Power over 


the Church, and. whether it FEES ſo far, as that he 
may foxbid the Exerciſe of thoſe Offices in his own Do- 
minions, which are inſeparable ffom the Epiſcopal Cha- 
rater, by thoſe who will *not declare themſelves his 
Friends , it is the matter in Debate ; and your faying, 
That indeed it's hard he ſhould not have ſuch a Power, does 
not determine it. I am ſure the Primitive Chriſtians of 
the firſt Three hundred Years after Chriſt, in ſome In- 
ſtances would not declare themſelves Friends "to the Ro- 
an Emperors, in ſuch a manner as they required ; and 
yet even in ſuch a Caſe, they did not think that they had 
a Power of hindring any particular Biſhop from the exer- 
ciſe of his Fun&tion in his particular Diftri&. If you 
ſay the Caſe is alter'd ſince the Civil Magiſtrates are be- 
come Chriſtians : It is anſwer'd, That a Chriſtian Go- 
vernment has not the leaſAuthority or Juriſdition over 
the Church in purely Spirituals (-ſuch 'as certainly is the 
Exerciſe of a Spiritual Power within a particular Di- 
ſtri& ), -more than a Heathen. The Civil Magiſtrate re- 
ceives nothing more at his Baptiſm, than every ordinary 
Chriſtian does ; and truly there is no reaſon why he ſhould 
expett it ; ſince thoſe Benefits and Advantages which he 
receives by his Admiſſion into the Church, arc wr great- 
er than the Church receives from him by his defending 
and ſecuring its Temporal Rights: and Privileges. And 

though 
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t we ſhould ſap Clergy could be fo falſe to 
the Truft. committed eſem'by Chriſt, the Apeſtles,. and 
their Succeſſors, as to give-up: theſe their unalienable Spi- 
ritual Rights. to the Civil Power; yet ſuch a Donation 
would be a -perfe&t Nullity, the Magiſtrate would have 
no more Right to them by it, than a Man would have to 
an Eftate which he buys with a crack'd Title. 

As for the Learned Dr, Hody's ſhare in this Controyer- 
ſy; it is certain he has faid nothing in. his long Book, 
which the moſt Impartial and Judicious of his own fide 
can judge to be-capable in any tolerable meaſure either 
to ſatisfy the, doubtful; or convince thoſe that are of a 
contrary Opinion. He argues upon ſuch a-.Suppoſition, 
as not only: quite overturns what he has ſaid concerning 
the Reaſonableneſs of ſubmitting to. the OI Poſſeſſor &Cc. 
but alſo makes that huge Heap of Inſtances which he 
has amaſs'd together, though they-were never ſo much to 
his purpoſe, as ſome of *em are far enough from it, to 
ſignify nothing at all. - . 

The Door ſuppoſes the -wor# that can be imagined ; 
That the Deprivation is not only #njuſt and uncanonical, but, 
as he ſuppoſes all Lay Deprivations to be, altogether inwa- 
lid; i. e. tobe FRB zull; yet notwithſtanding all this, 
the Door undertakes to prove, That 'tis Juſt, Reaſona- 
{ble, and agreeable to Antiquity, to ſubmit to the preſenc 
.Poſſeſſor ; 3.e. to one that is not, nor can be, -accordin 
to his Hypotheſis, a Biſhop of that particular Dioceſs. 
For all own that the Nature of an Invalid A& is ſuch, 
that it leaves no Effe& behind it, produces no Alteration 
as to matter of Right, any more than if no ſuch A& had 
paſſed. Thus, for inſtance, if the Pope ſhould pretend, 
as they did formerly , to deprive and depoſe a. King of 
England from his Power and Dignity ; nay, and if he 
could ſecond ſuch a pretended Depoſition by Arm'd Force, 
and drive him. out of his Kingdoms; yet no one can 
imagine that the Throne would thereby become vacant, 
| but thlaw-the Prince would have the ſame Right” he 
had before, and the Subjets'as much oblig'd 'as ever , 
to adhere to their Baniſh'd Sovereign, notwithſtanding 
any 
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Chap. x.SeQ.9. 


See Vind. p. 1. 
SeR. 16, 17. 


Et cum poſt primum ſe- 
cundus eſſe non poſlit ;. quif- 
guis poſt unum ,' qi ſolus 


any. other Perſon the Pope WWW intrude vpon then. 
Now if, .as the Do@or ſuppales th is the Cafe of Lay- 
Deprivationsp that they are:thus null and. invalid, I can- 
not fee how an Anti-Biſhop can be indeed a Biſhop. at all; 
( I mean, of that particular Diftri& ) fince the See is 
not made void by ſuch a Deprivation, and the Biſhop in 
Poſſeflion has notwithſtanding all the fame Rights which . 
he had before. x hy 5 

And *ris in this ſenſe, and upon this Suppoſition ,- that 
the Learned Vimdicator applies that Saying of St. Cyprian, 
That @ ſecond Biſhop is no Biſhop. The Door owns, If a 
Biſhop, put into the Place of .one deprived by the Lay- 
Power, be indeed no Biſhop , that then we caii't be obli- 
sed upon any account toſubmit to him. Now the Vin- 
dicator does not; as the Door 'miſreprefents him, al- 
ledge that Saying of St. Cyprian to prove, That a Biſhop 
put into, &c. any otherwiſe than upon the ſame Suppo- 
ſition that the Doctor himſelf makes; viz. That a Lay- 
Deprivation is null and invalid, cannot make the Epiſco- 
pal Throne become Vacant.. And then , ' to. uſe the 
Doctor's Tranflation of St. Cyprian, Since 
there cannot be.a ſecond Biſbop, e another is 
already in Poſſeſſion, 1. e. has a. Right to the 
Poſlefion, whether he be in actual Poſſefii- 


eſſe debeat, faftus eſt, riow ON, Or not, { for that's:meant here, as eve- 


jam ſecundus ille, ſed-nullus 


elt. Ep. 55. 


Vindic, p. 53. 


ry one muſt own ) whoſoever x made Biſhop. 
efter another, .who ought to be alone, the ſame « 
| rat a ſecond, but none. 

And if this Reaſoning holds, as, for ought I can fee, 
it muſt;untefs the Doctor will alter his Suppoſition, What 
ſhall we judge of the Second-Part of his Book ? What 
ſhall we ſay to the Matters of Fa#, thoſe ſevere Things,. 
as my Lord Biſhop of Sarum is pleas'd to call them , rhar 
do not admit of Sophiſtry.? What ſhall we admire moſt ? 
The DoGor's great. Skill and Reading in Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiftory, or his wonderful Judgment in producing ſo ma- 
ny Examples , ſome from the moſt degenerate Times of 
Chriſtianity, to prove only this , That in all Ages ſince. 
the. Empire became Chriſtian, and the Profcfiion os on 

| oly. 
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Holy Refigion was'not offfy Safe, but Honourable, there 
have been fourt ſome men ; "who poflibly co get or keep 
Preferment , have been” guilty of unwarrantable Com- 
pliances: For'ſuch the Door muſt upon his own Hypo- 
theſis owe they*were, unleſs the Lay-Deprivations were 
back'd by a Synodical Sentence, or the depoſed Biſhops - 
made room for their Succeſſors by a Voluntary Reſigna- 


tion and Ceffion.'” | | in 

' Fromhence it appears how neceſſary it was that the 
Door ſhould firſt have ſhew'd us how far. the Authority 
of the Civil Powef extends, towards the depriving Bi- 
ſhops of their Spiritualties'; becauſe. upon the ſettling of 
the Bonnds of that, Jepords rhe:ihdaftire of the Pe 
Obedience to the” preſent Poſſeſſor. - For 'if the Civil 
Magiſtrate, as' the YVinditator has endeavour'd to prove, 
have indeed no Power to deprive a Biſhop; then thoſe 
Chriſtians, the Inftances the Door has cited, ( which 
are to his pugpoſe') no doubt acted very ill, in deſerting 
him who had a Right to their Obedience, and adhering to 
another who had none, But the diſcufling this Point 
would have le&the Doctor too farbut of bis Road of Ec 
cleſiaſticat Hiſtory,” and put him upon a-Work to which 
neither his Genius, nor the Courſe of his Studies, nor, it 
may be, thofe Secular Proſpects he had at that time, did 
at all "inclive him. 5 5 5+ - 

But to return : As for that one' Groſs Error of this Au- 
thor, in preferring the Pretenilid Rights 'of particular perſons 
before the good f the whole Body, &c. If inftead of that 
Epithet Pretended,' you will put the word Real, every 
body 'will ſay you muſt bare me the Groff Error at the 
beginning of this Paragraph. And truly , Sir, your - 
— of them pretended Rights , will not make them 
uch, > 

But as for the Proof of this, you leave "it to ſome better 
Pen, if it ſhall be thought worth the while. And indeed F 
wiſh it may not be thought worth the while 3 ſince a further 
debating 'of this Matter is not likely in the preſent Po- 
ſture of Afﬀairs,” to get the Church any more of its Juſt 
Rights than *tis already poſſeſs'd of, and may potlibly _ 
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much expoſe. particular Perfohs.: -But- if; yeu- ſhould be 
tempted to write upon this. Subje&, and you ſhould ven- 
ure to endeavour the Confatation of this Learned and 
Pious Author, I ſhall take the boldneſs to. recommend 
this Piece 'of Advice to you, That you would* treat his: 
Perſon with all that.Reſpe&t which is due to his Extraor- 
dinary Merits ; in'a word, «That you would behave your 
ſelf to him, as he behaves himſelf to all thoſe he happens. 
to _ from, : with the greateſt Deference,- Candor, and 
And I am the rather inclingd to take the: liberty ef re- 
commending this to you, becauſe by your way of wri- 
ting you ſeem, I had almoſt ſaid; Pedantically; to. affe&t 
to be thought a Moderare Man. Which' made- me won- 
der the more, that. you who had behaved: your ſelf with 
that Caution and Tenderneſs towards others, even where 
a-little more Severity 'would not have been perhaps much 
amiſs, ſhould unluckily fail of 'it only*-there, ,where it 
was moſt-due, and beft deſerv'd. Moderation is a Virtue 
that becomes a Scholar-and a Miniſter better than any ; 
but yet if it be miſplag'd, it loſes its'Namte *and Nature, 
and degenerates into a vicious Lukewarmnef and Indif- 
ferency. 'When the Foundations of all Religion in ge- 
neral, and the Sacred Truths of the Chriſtian in particu- 
lar, whether they be ſuch. as reſpe& the Faith, or Go- 
vernment and Diſcipline of the - Church, -are not only 
ſapped and undermined, but profeſſedly and openly at- 
tack'd, by Atheiſts, Deiſts, and Latitudinarians, all that 
are in earneſt with what they profeſs, ought preſently to 
take the Alarm, and with a ſuitable Concern, and a be- 
coming, diſcreet Zeal , boldly to defend their Holy Mo+ 
ther. the Church ; from theſe her falſe Friends, and de- 
clar'd Enemies.” We are commanded to contend earneſtly 
for the Faith, and to rebuke ſome men ſharply; and though 
the Truth and Obligation of theſe Commands is own'd 
by all in Theory 3 yet, I know not how, by.diſtinguiſh- 
ing Times, Seaſons, and Circumſtances, they are ſa eva- 
ded by moſt, that they have almoft loſt all their Force 

and Energy in Practice. | ; 
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may think, areinfinitely;preferable to. the other) than this 
bumourof Indifferency,and fuch an unhmited Toleration 
85-is. here deſcribed. For unlefs all Religions: be alike, 
and every one ſhall be. ſaved by living-up to the Precepts 
of that Sect or Party which he is a Member of, (which 
h no body that has any Religion will aflert ) it can be go 
indifferent thing with whom we afſaciate our ſelves in t 


Service -of God : Since among the many Secs and Par-- 
ties of Religion, into which any. Nation may be divided, 
It is cextain: but. one of them-can he in the true, and-rhar, 
by zoiniag with which algne , ina _ —— 
a en 


"— 


live-within their Dominions; however: inconſiſte 


© ter by holdingttheir Separate Conventicles:%T 


way , even U orming -all"t/&-6 
Saivation. And-if this Þe true, 1 can 


may-be with Trade; or @ny. othersWorldly:Adyantage:: 

The Ingenious Amthor above-mentioned has given Us! 
very good Account,” how fuch-an 'unljmited«Toleration 
cams to be ſerled inthe _—_y I am ſpeaking' of: *It 
was -not-their being ſatisfied of the LawWlneſs,- or even 
Expediefſey” C in reſpeet'of REligion): of ſach:aft 'extrava- 
gant Liberty , that made them permit. a mixtiire. of «all 
Religions among them , butithe force" of Commences pand.a 
Trading" Ginoer/ation. This fame Trade has a. of 


force- and energy. Wet kfriow whom it » made Deny &r © 


Diſſemble - their 'Chriſtianicy in the «Zof Iodies.: And! I 

wiſh. with all: my heart , "that" Trade and« Commiſſioners» for 

'Trade' may have''noill-influence! vpen the ſame;Religic 

here'in- Expland;” UF 41% © oy! 19 OG 
And: as our Latitudinariays:are thusdngurious 


40'Religi- 


on  foare They no leſs, who are for altering} out,prefent 
Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, iin exferito-corprebeds acparty 


of Men, who'have no mind't6 come within the! Pale of 
the Ghurchy becauſe they make cheir Markets put 


Men whofe:icommon Theme/ofiDiſcourſe are the 


ne cheMiſcar- 
riages of: the Two laſt:Reigns, whether in Chtrch. or 
State-z- who read - and admire; the--Secret Hiſtories that 


have come' out: of late, 'of what no body befides the Au- 


thors of them, ever heard of: ''Others:of 'them endeavour 
© ſhew their Impartiality and Moteration by.owning ſome 
things that are charged upon the Church and Clergy, 
which are not really true. And this is: the reaſon that I 
have khown fome Men accuſe, . and condemn themſelves, 
recant;:and give the Lie to their own Sermons, wherein 
they admirably well afſerted and maintain'd the. Do&rie 
of Paſſrue Obedience, 'not above its due height, though per- 
haps in contradiction to the Opinions that are current at 


this. time Concerning It.. . And: 
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8 And I wiſh L be not'the Motive which induced you, 


of Church-1 itip ve in this Nation. For, unleſs 
h Tome few Miſc: 


is very much wanted it this Nation , and which our 
Church'ingher ———— might be reſtored, is highly 


commiendabk. 


Antiquity,to manage it. And though we be not all ca- 
ot 1 | 
Jr $1 yet we onght eo efideavour, as much as. we 
can. to convince Men of thoſe Sacred Truths, which, by 


the iniquity of the Times, are moſt diſcountenanced, and 
run down. I am, vir, : 


